AUGLAIZE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT July 2023

Please help us celebrate 77 YEARS of Conservation

SWCD ANNUAL BANQUET
August 8th, 2023

Voting @ 6:00-6:45 pm Meal @ 6:30 pm Meeting @ 7:00pm

Location: Junior Fair Building (Exhibit Hall)

Guest Speaker: Theresa Dirksen with Ag Solutions
Please call our office @ 419-738-4016 with questions and to RSVP
or return the form below by July 24th to RSVP!

LOCATION : The banquet will be at the Junior Fair Building (Exhibit Hall) at the Auglaize Co Fairgrounds!

TICKETS: We will NOT have tickets again this year! You only need to RSVP by July 24th and send money
for the amount of people attending!

VOTING TIME CHANGE: You may vote at the meeting between 6:00—6:45pm OR request a ballot from
our office OR in person at the office from July 10th thru August 8th—between 8:00 to 4:00.

The evening program will feature a slide show during voting and dinner, presentation of the Cooperator award,
scholarship awards and our guest speaker. Rounding out the evening, we will be giving away door prizes do-
nated by generous individuals and businesses. The building is air-conditioned and handicap accessible.

T P
: Reservation deadline is Monday July 24, 2023
_______number attending @ $5.00 each = §
Name Phone

Additional people attending

Make Check Payable to: Auglaize SWCD

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



The Auglaize SWCD newsletter is a publication to keep county residents informed CALENDAR OF EVENTS
on SWCD programs. Please phone the office at 419-738-4016, If your address
needs corrected, if you wish to be removed from our mailing list or receive your
newsletter via e-mail by contacting cdavis@auglaizecounty.org

July 4th— office closed for holiday

July 30th thru Aug 5th — County Fair

Aug 8th—Annual Meeting—Jr Fair Bldg

-

Old or New Tile Records Sept 4th — office closed for holiday

—r

- We recently scanned all of our old tile records
into an electronic format. If you have tile records

-~ and would like to have them preserved, bring

v them into the office for scanning or copies!

Sept 19th—21st —Farm Science Review
Oct 9th—office closed for holiday
Nov 5th—Time Change

-~ Paper records don’t last forever! NoviOtirsofficeiclosediforholiday

—

a

Nov 23th & 24th—office closed for holiday

Dec 25th—office closed for holiday

Don’t let a Jack Whack You in the Back . . . Safety tips on proper use

The following recommendations are important for the safe use of jacks. Compare the rated capacity of the jack to the
weight of the load to be lifted to ensure that the jack can safely do the job. Keep jacks lubricated as recommended.
Do not use a jack that is leaking fluid.

Handle jacks carefully. Dropping or throwing them may distort or crack the metal and the jack may fail under the load.
Position the jack properly at a point that can carry the lifted weight.

The lift point should be flat, level with the floor or ground, and able to support the base of the jack. Lift should be
straight up and down. If working on the ground, place a long wide block under the base of the jack to keep it from
sinking, shifting or tipping when weight is applied. If the jack will not lift high enough, place additional blocking under
the jack. Never put ex-tenders for height between the jack saddle and the load.

Stabilize the equipment. If the machine is self-propelled, place the transmission in gear or in park position and set the
brakes. Block at least one of the wheels remaining on the ground. When lifting pull-type equipment, hitch it to a trac-
tor drawbar to keep it in place. Always check the position of the jack after it has started to lift. If it leans, lower the
jack and reset. Lift no higher than necessary.

Beware of the jack handle. Some mechanically operated jacks can pop up and kick when the load is lifted or lowered.
Stand to one side while using the jack to avoid being struck by the handle. Never straddle a jack handle and always

remove the handle when is not being used. -
¥
Here is a quick checklist when using jacks: K—J il i

I8

H i

Do not drop the jack ; /i

i

Stabilize equipment, than set brakes and/or block wheels

Do not overload the jack

Lubricate with recommended oil as directed

Discard damaged jacks 4

Position the jack properly and discontinue lifting if the load shifts —

If working on the ground in the outdoors, place a heavy block under the base of the jack avoid this

Recheck the jack before completing the lift
Remove the jack handle when lift is completed
Lift only as high as necessary

Support the lifted load with blocks or a stand (article by OSU Extension)


mailto:cdavis@auglaizecounty.org

BOARD OF SUPERVISOR CANDIDATES

An Election of Supervisors for the Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District
will be held at Junior Fair Building ~ Wapakoneta, Ohio on Tuesday August 8,
2023 from 6:00 pm to 6:45 pm.

;

Two Candidates will be elected for a three year term starting January 1, 2024.
Residents, landowners, firms and corporations that own land or occupy land in
Auglaize County and are 18 years old are eligible to vote. You may vote at the

Annual Meeting, vote absentee by requesting a ballot from our office OR in per-
son at the office from July 10th thru August 8th, between 8-4:00

Deborah Brown lives south of St
Marys in St Marys Township. Married
to Stanley and has 1 adult son. They
own 65 acres and farm 100 acres of
corn, wheat, soybeans and alfalfa.
They use no till and like to plant cover
crops, and their son raises pastured
beef. When asked why she is interest-
ed in re-running for board supervisor
she said “ It's important that we contin-
ue to preserve the land and water resources we have, es-
pecially in light of pollution concerns in the past several
years. For a kid who grew up milking cows and driving
tractors, the single worst thing about No-Till is “limited trac-
tor seat time:” one pass and you’re done. | don’t see all
that topsoil being blown away by wind or washed away by
water flowing over bare ground, which helps to keep that
soil where it belongs, One of the reasons this area was first
settled was because of Good Soils! Let's keep them good
and healthy!” Some important issue she feels SWCD is
facing: | think we need to do some more education on
what our local SWCD does. Too many people (non-
farmers) don’t realize the need for conservation practices
and what assistance is available. We also have a
(somewhat) limited staff and need to work more directly
with other organization/agencies to get some of the pro-
jects done.

Sandy Zwiebel lives south
of Wapak in Pusheta Town-

~ ship. Married to Jacob with 2
| boys and 1 daughter. They
_own 400 acres and farm 300
acres of corn, beans, wheat
W with no-till and minimal till-
il age. Also raise nursery pigs
“and a few Hereford cattle.
When asked why she is interested in running for
board supervisor she said “ to get involved in my
community and help make a positive contribu-
tion. Farm conservation practices are vital for
sustainability and | want to encourage practices
to protect soil, water, wildlife and the interest of
the non-ag community as well.” Some important
issue she feels SWCD is facing: helping improve
water quality on farmers land. Ways to improve
filtration and manage animal waste. Another is-
sue is storm runoff in rural and urban communi-
ties. Addressing this issue is to provide the prop-
er procedures when applying nutrients and man-
agement practices to help manage storm water
runoff such as grassed waterways or filter strips.

Lawn Care Practices

Test the soil in your lawn or garden before making fertilizer decisions. Minimal applications of nutrients over
the length of the season are suggested rather than one large one. Granular fertilizers display three numbers
(14-2-14) on the packaging and correspond to the percent of nutrients: Nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and Po-
tassium (K) by weight. Nitrogen is most important for maintaining quality, density and color. Phosphorus is
important when establishing a new lawn and to treat nutrient deficiencies in lawns. Potassium is important to
help plants mitigate the effects of drought stress. Many soils already contain adequate levels of potassium,
but soil testing would help determine the need. Generally fertilizing should be done in April and May and/or
September and October if needed. Most fertilizers applied to home lawns are formulated as granular products
because they are easy to apply. These granular products can also be impregnated with material to control
weeds and insects. ‘Unfortunately, it can be difficult during a fertilizer application to prevent granules from
spreading on driveways, roadways or sidewalks. . If not removed rainfall can wash these granules into storm
drains and degrade our waterways.  This scenario is easily avoided by sweeping or blowing fertilizer granules

back into lawns after an application.




H2Oha

ANANAA
If you are interested in the 2024 H20hio program, please get with your Ag Retailer or Crop Consultant to update
your VNMP. Here is a list of items you will need:
e Soil test for each field (4 years old or newer - 2021 would be the oldest you can use for the 2024 crop year)
e Crop rotation for each field and yield goals for each crop (beginning with 2023 through 2026)
e What nutrients (commercial fertilizers/manure) are being applied to each field and rate of application (please indi-
cate if Flat Rate or Variable Rate). If you plan to apply manure, you will need a Manure Analysis from the Ag retail-
er/Producer where you are sourcing your manure. [f it is your own manure, you will have to take a sample to be test-
ed and then get the analysis.
e FSA maps, if you have them. (need in a shape file format - aka .shp)
You may email the information, if that is easier than making an appointment to drop off everything. Email Molly at
mhamp@auglaizecounty.org (Please note ... we have a size limit on our server for email attachments that we can

receive, so if you choose to email, you may have to break it down into multiple emails) If you have any questions,
please feel free to call our office at 419-738-4016 x 119 and ask for Molly.

Farmers Mental Health ... (courtesy of Ruralhealthinfo.org)

Farmers have demanding jobs that are often compounded by economic uncertainty, vulnerability to weather events
and isolation. Addressing mental health challenges is critical so that farmers can successfully navigate other stress-
ors that are common in their day-to-day lives. People experiencing a great deal of stress or living with mental health
issues may struggle to maintain healthy relationships, have difficulty succeeding at work, or otherwise experience
challenges while managing the demands of their daily lives.

Over the past few years, farmers have experienced significant economic stressors including falling commaodity pric-
es, natural disasters that have harmed crop yields or reduced herds, increasing levels of farm debt, labor shortages,
and trade disputes.

While financial concerns are a major factor impacting farmer stress, they are not the only concerns. Some of the
most common mental health conditions include:

Stress is the body’s reaction to an event or demand and can be a normal experience. However, extreme stress or
stress that lasts for a long time can have physical, mental, or emotional consequences. Symptoms can be different
for each person but may include irritability, headaches, trouble sleeping, heart disease and diabetes.

Depression is one of the most common mental ilinesses in the US and can interfere with how a person feels and
thinks. Symptoms of depression include sadness, anxiety, feeling “empty”, irritability, loss of interest in hobbies or
activities and decreased energy.

Anxiety Disorder may cause panic attacks; extreme or long-lasting episodes of anxiousness about their health,
finances or required activities; or fears about a specific situation or experience. Anxiety disorders can interfere with
social relationships, make it difficult to concentrate or interrupt a persons sleep.

Suicide is one of the leading causes of death, but is preventable. Symptoms of a person who may be considering
suicide include talking about their feelings of hopelessness or shame and fears about being a burden on others.
They may also change their habits, including withdrawing from family and friends, using drugs or alcohol more often.

~~ Continued on pg 7
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Life is like ICE CREAM .. Enjoy it before it melts!

In NO particular order and not a complete list, but in case you want to try a new place . . . ENJOY!

Wapak area: Krave Creamery, Max’s Dairy, Scoops, and DQ St Marys area: Scoops2 and Mylas Frozen Yogurt

New Bremen area: Dairy Queen Minster: Tasty Treat

New Hampshire area: Route 33 Eats Delphos: The Creamery

Awarded $750 each
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Thomas Bills John Kohler
Parents—Chris & Lisa Bills Parents—Ben & Jane Kohler
of St Marys of Wapakoneta

University of Findlay Ohio State University

Pre Vet Studies/ Biochemistry Sustainable Plant /Agronomy

Emma Link

Parents—Michael & Andrea Link Parents—Greg & Sarah Walter
of St Marys of St Marys
Bowling Green University University of Toledo

Marine Aquatic/Environmental Science Environmental Engineering




Alan Davis Insurance Agency
“your solutions provider”
AUTO * HOME * LIFE * BUSINESS * FARM
CROPS * RETIREMENT
TRUCKING & TRANSPORTATION

ThisdkFirst

’ ! ! ! ZACH CHENOWETH
FEREEER AGRICULTURAL / COMMERCIAL LOAN OFFICER

NMLS #1064403

435 S. Washington Street * P.O. Box 68

BLOCK
INSURANCE
DAN ZWIEBEL

dzwiebel(@blockagency.com

200 St. Clair St. Marys OH 45885
419-394-3335

419.738.7447 [ AFER R :
www.alandavisinsurance.com N 1 2 ‘:‘:;)';;:;z; ?f:::ﬁ(‘sle-?z?zm 102 N. Wood Street 315 E. Wapakoneta Street
ationa ey e % P.O. Box 19 P.O. Box 250
WAPAKONETA - MINSTER - LIMA S etk ok Wapakoneta, Ohio 45895 Waynesfield, Ohio 45896
e B ank TRy 3 Phone 419-738-9365 Phone 419-568-4801
€ Cell 419-230-4774 www.blockagency.com
u CUIWIETERMAN A REs
@ NC.
B Siuce 1946 Draixage Selutions is Oun Buisuess
GRAND LAKE e
ffice: 419-753-2566
- TR DAVE SCHWIETERMAN .
iHBEALEHE S¥YSTE Fax: 419-753-3196

10097 Kohler Rd.

Wapakoneta, OH 45895 Mobile: 419-733-9014

Email: dave@cys-inc.com

Systematic Drainage ® Excavating ® Wateuvays
Sewage Systents ® Consewation Projects

Timothy J. Eiting
REALTOR/Auctioneer

20056 Main Street Rd
Wapakoneta, OH 45895

rites .
Excavating

Brad Krites
419.204 2609
bkriteskle@amail.com

Dave Krites
567.204 6707
ckrites@ohiolink.net

Derek Leffel
419.953.4605

Doug Leffel
419.733.2690

D&D)
PUMPING LLC

SAINT MARYS, OHIO

line Manure Application

BAMBAUER ég

FERTILIZER & SEED, INC.
New Knoxville, Ohio 45871
419-753-2274

Lewistown, Ohio 43333
Bulldozers » Trackhoe » Pans » Dump Truck » Rollers

i PIanting Relationships KOENIG EQUIPMENT, INC. JounDesre
MiitasRarlk Contact one of our agricultural (937) 693-2221
" 866 MINSTER P““m" today! 16240 Co. Rd. 254, Anna, OH 45302
MinsterBank.com 5
: e 1 e e e | f(@IWD] o e | & 3 | E Powse
Juomn ol Jason Wagner Ken Goettemoeller Ron Meyer S Ewiwment
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Site Work & Demolition sc
REICHERT| “%ifis: Plas HAUB
ar Eric Dicke '
Sub Division Dwolopoment Gom £om CAVA . " G
DAN REICHERT s“m 06561 Co. Rd. 664 North
AGRICULTURAL New Bremen, OH 45869
Phone: 937/843-6527 Open Ditches .
Fax. 937/843.6044 Surface Waterways T:’:‘F::‘msiigﬁ
11418 State Route 274 W. Ponds & Lagoons iy dims-&za.asm

Marutacturar of 4%, 57, 6" and 8” comugated ubing

13549 Linzee Rd ® Wapakoneta, OH ® 419-738-8438

“The Key To Buying Or Selling”

REAL ESTATE

2895 Harding Hwy.

Lima, Ohio 45804
www.rsre.com
ron@rsre.com

RON SPENCER (419) 230-1111

PIONEER.

BRAND PHODUCTS

Rick Gable
419-230-1504

Dennis Krites
419-236-6954

Science With Service

QUALITY SERVICE
* UNIFORM RENTAL
* LINEN SUPPLY
* DUST CONTROL

!\ + HEALTH CARE LINEN
* HYGIENE PRODUCTS

CORPORATE OFFICES: 520COMERCE DR., P.0. BOX 239 WAPAKONETA, OHIO 45895

419-738-3551 1-800-826-3164 Fax 419-738-4075
Columbus, OH.  Cleveland, OH.  Springfield, OH.  Defiance, OH. Marion IN.
614-262-1206 800-826-3164 937-323-5544 419-782-2353 765-662-1444

Fax 937-323-4400 Fax 419-738-4075 Fax 937-323-4400 Fax 419-782-2343 Fax 765-662-7077

.no, the farmer is

animals..

Together

@farmers

evking together for Oh

110 Industrial Drive-Suite C o

Wapakoneta, OH 45895 wwav.ofbf.org/coun
Phone: 877-775-7642 Email: auglaize@ofbf.org

much more. They are the one
that feeds you.

o




Farmers Mental Health ... Continued from pg 4

There are many other mood disorders and mental health conditions that may affect the farm family and symptoms of
these conditions vary. Mental iliness is not a “casserole disease” like other conditions such as cancer. Lack of sup-
port can occur because people are not sure how to help or because of lingering stigma in the community around
mental health issues.

Substance use disorders are not considered a mental health condition, but can often co-occur with mental illness.
People who use substances to self-medicate when they are experiencing a mental health crisis or coping with
stress; may also experience poor mental health when abusing substances or living with a substance use disorder.
Alcohol is the most commonly used substance by people working in agriculture with opioid usage increasing.

Root Causes of Farm Stress—Families who work in agriculture are tightly linked to their land and are impacted by
the environmental and financial systems that support their livelihood. Changes in those systems can have signifi-
cant effects on mental health.

Commodity prices are regulated by the government and can often be unpredictable, which can make it difficult for
farmers to plan ahead.

Long hours or fatigue during the busiest seasons or during a crisis can be physically and mentally demanding
work. Operating machinery while sleep-deprived can increase risk of injury, and fatigue can be related to symptoms
of stress and depression.

Interpersonal Issues can lead to isolation if a small operation or farm may only have 1 or 2 employees, which can
be associated with poor mental and physical health outcomes. Conflict or health issues within the family can be-
come a source of stress and cause lack of focus on task.

Farming Identity can include having a strong relationship with the land that is passed down for generations thru
family. If the farm fails and the family must move on to other places or jobs, the feeling of failure can be devastating.

Family members are key contact points in the farming community and may be more likely to notice a farmer who is
struggling and encourage their family member to seek help. However, farming communities can also benefit from
conversations with a wide range of stakeholders such as: Clergy, insurance agents, financial lenders, Extension Of-
fice, Farm Service Agency, etc. These professionals may be able to identify a farmer who is struggling or the farmer
might be more comfortable talking about their concerns or stress with people with whom they have established trust.
Meetings are a good way to reach people to discuss similar issues and offer other sources of help.

IF you or someone you know needs help here are a few resources to keep in mind:

Farm Aid Hotline call 800-327-6243 or website - www.farmaid.org/our-work/resources-for-farmers/online-request-for-
assistance-form

988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline or website 988lifeline.org
2-1-1 website www.211.org
Ohio Government website is Agri.ohio.gov/gotyourback

Farm Bureau website is www.fb.org/initiative/farm-state-of-mind

LAUGHTER AIWAYS MATTERS

When is a door not a door? When it is ajar! Why do bees have sticky hair? They use a honeycomb

What do you get when you cross a cactus and a pig? A porky pine. What's brown and sticky? A stick
What does a baby computer call its father? Data Why do pancakes always win at baseball? They have the best batter
What do you call a toothless bear? A gummy bear Why do cows have hooves and not feet? They lactose

Where do polar bears keep their money? In a snowbank Why do melons have weddings? They cantaloupe
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Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District
110 Industrial Drive #G Wapakoneta, Oh 45895 419-738-4016

www.auglaizeswed.org and www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov

Auglaize SWCD Mission:

Provide leadership, technical assistance, education and conservation of natural resources in Auglaize County.
OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 to 4:30 Mon thru Fri

Board Meetings are usually held the first Wednesday of each month at 8:30 am.

Please call or check our website to verify date and time. Find us on

Facebook
NRCS / SWCD STAFF & BOARD MEMBERS

Jenelle Ott, NRCS District Conservationist Lou Brown, Chairman
Christine Davis, District Administrator Doug Fisher, Vice Chairman
Doug Schmerge, District Technician 3 Debbie Brown, Fiscal Agent
Shawn Rose, District Technician 2 Lee Turner, Treasurer
Dan Braden, Design Technician Denver Davis, Secretary

Molly Hamp, Special Program Technician
Matt Gardner, Pheasants Forever Farm Biologist

The Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all their pro-
grams and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental sta-
tus, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs ,reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA's TARGET CENTER at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file
a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)
795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). The Auglaize SWCD and USDA are equal opportunity providers and employers.



