
FISH SALES end April  29, 2022   

See page 2 for order form 

Spring 2022 AUGLAIZE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Tree Pickup  

April 5th - 1-4:30 and April 6th - 7-12 

  Stewardship Week                                         April 22nd thru May 1st, 2022 

Soil is the top layer of Earth’s land surface, it’s everywhere but we don’t usually think about it. 
Soil is important to animals, plants and people.  If we didn’t have soil we wouldn’t be able to grow 
the crops that people depend on to eat and trees wouldn’t have a place to grow! Soil is an im-
portant habitat!  
 
Do you know the difference between soil and dirt? Soil contains minerals, water, air and many 
organisms. Dirt is the stuff that might get on our hands or under our nails when we are playing 
outside or planting in the garden/flower bed. It doesn’t have the same characteristics of soil and 
can’t support life the way soil does.  
 
Healthy soils are like a filter! They can help to clean the water that we depend on to survive.  
There is more than one type of soil!  Soil is made of layers, and soil scientists call these layers 
horizons. These include organic material, like decaying leaves, the topsoil, the eluviated horizon, 
the subsoil, parent material, and bedrock.  
 
Many organisms are found in the soil - it’s a habitat! In the soil you can find the roots of trees, an-
imals like worms, mice, ants and moles, fungi and microscopic organisms that are too small to 
see with your eye!  Over 1,000,000 earthworms can be found in one acre of cropland!  
 
It is important that each of us recognize where our food comes and the farmers and ranchers 
who are dedicated to using responsible land-management practices to ensure a sustainable food 
supply and healthy land and soil for future generations.  





Western Lake Erie Basin Watershed Manure Application Rules—according to SB1 and NRCS 590 



April 22, 2022 

The Auglaize SWCD Newsletter is a publication to 
keep county residents informed on SWCD programs.   
Please phone the office at 419-738-4016, if your ad-
dress needs corrected, you wish to be removed from 
our mailing list or receive your newsletter via e‐mail. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

April 5th—Tree pick up 1-4:30 

April 6th—Tree pickup 7-12:00 

April 17th—Easter 

April 29th —Fish order deadline 

April 24h thru May 1st —Stewardship Week 

May 6th — Fish pickup 1:30-4:00 pm @ our office 

May 30th—Holiday—office closed 

July 31st —Aug 6th— Auglaize County Fair 

Aug 23rd —Annual Meeting @ Jr Fair Building 

Verification forms and instructions on how to finish your OACI 

certification are available on our website at www.auglaizeswcd.org ~ 

then click on the services tab, then H2Ohio. 

If you have not turned in paperwork for 2021 practices, please do 

so as soon as possible!  We need to get 2021 completed and begin 

issuing 2022 payments. ~thanks~ 

Ohio Ag Stats . .  According to Growing Ohio magazine 

2020 production Ohio ranked: 

2nd in eggs with 10.1 billion eggs 

7th in soybeans with 263 million bushels 

8th in corn with 564.3 million bushels 

8th in hogs with 2.7 million head 

10th in turkeys with 6 million head 

GARDEN POLLINATORS 

Every food source and habitat provided can help 

pollinators rebound from the challenges they face. 

You can provide food and habitat in your backyard 

or even windowsill to help pollinators thrive. 

Here are 7 ways to make your garden a haven: 

Use pollinators-friendly plants in your landscape. 

Shrubs and trees such as dogwood, blueberry, 

cherry, plum,  willow and poplar provide pollen or 

nectar early in spring when food is scarce. 

Choose a mixture of plants for spring, summer and 

fall.  Different flower colors, shapes and scents  will 

attract a variety of pollinators. If you have limited 

space you can plant flowers in containers or  even 

window boxes. 

Reduce or eliminate pesticide use in our landscape 

or incorporate plants that attract beneficial insects 

for pest control. 

Accept some plant damage on plants meant to pro-

vide habitat for butterfly and moth larvae. 

Provide clean water in shallow dish, bowl, or bird-

bath with half submerged stones for perches. 

Leave dead tree trunks in landscape for wood-

nesting bees and beetles. 

Support land conservation in your community by 

helping to create and maintain community gardens 

and green spaces to ensure that pollinators have 

appropriate habitat. 
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NRCS / SWCD STAFF & BOARD MEMBERS 

Jenelle Ott, NRCS District Conservationist                                    Lou Brown, Chairman 
Christine Davis, District Administrator                                  Doug Fisher, Vice Chairman  
Doug Schmerge, District Technician 3                                      Debbie Brown, Fiscal Agent        
Dustin Grieshop, District Technician 2                                                     Lee Turner, Treasurer 
Deana Kramer, Special Projects Technician                              Denver Davis, Secretary 
Dan Braden, Design Technician 
Matt Gardner, Pheasants Forever Farm Biologist  

The Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all their pro-
grams and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial Status, parental sta-
tus, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs ,reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA's TARGET CENTER at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file 
a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. S.W., Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (800)
795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD).   The USDA and Auglaize SWCD are equal opportunity providers and employers. 

Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District 

110 Industrial Drive #G             Wapakoneta, Oh 45895            419-738-4016 

www.auglaizeswcd.org          and             www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov 

Auglaize SWCD Mission:   
Provide leadership, technical assistance, education and conservation of natural resources in Auglaize County. 

OFFICE HOURS:   8:00 to 4:30 Mon thru Fri 

Board Meetings are usually held the first Wednesday of each month at 8:30 am.  
  Please call or check our website to verify date and time. 

Woodpeckers 

Why would anyone want to attract those noisy, wood drumming, flying wonders to their 

backyard?  After all, don’t they peck holes in house siding?  Woodpeckers are among one 

of the most colorful and interesting birds to watch.  Their toes are designed differently from 

most other birds; two toes point forward and two point back — enabling the bird to walk 

upside down on trees and perch where other birds cannot.  Most species of woodpeckers 

eat insects as a large part of their diet, and usually people are willing to share their back-

yard  insects with the birds.  Some woodpeckers species are becoming rare and need 

help to avoid extinction. 

Woodpeckers can be found just about anywhere there are trees.  If you have large, old tree in your yard 

or live near a park or woodlot, you may have one or more species of woodpeckers in the neighborhood. 

To supplement existing vegetation, plant a few native fruit trees and bushes. Sapsuckers and redheaded 

woodpeckers enjoy eating berries as well as insects.  They seek out insects in decaying material and 

since woodpeckers are cavity nesters, they will use the holes in trees to raise their brood. As long as dead 

or dying trees do not pose a hazard, you may want to leave them in your yard for the birds to use. 

If you have a problem with woodpeckers drilling holes in your home, there are a few measures you can 

take to reduce the problem.  Since they are foraging for insects that live in the cracks of the siding, you 

will need to caulk the cracks and repaint the surface, helps reduce the number of insects.  Then use other 

methods to feed those flying beauties and you can enjoy their antics in  your backyard!  ~article courtesy of NRCS. 
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