AUGLAIZE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT October 2023

Annual Meeting News

The Annual Meeting was held at the Junior Fair Building, located at the Auglaize Co Fair-
grounds, honoring Richard Seibert with the Outstanding Cooperator Award, along with awarding
four scholarships to Thomas Bills, John Kohler, Emma Link, and Leah Walter. We would like to
congratulate Debbie Brown on her re-election and Sandy Zwiebel first time election. Emily Kra-
mer with ODA gave an update on the H20hio program and speaker Theresa Dirksen with Ag
Solutions gave a presentation on Grand Lake St Marys. A slideshow from the Engineers Office
provided an update on the Auglaize and St Marys River log jams. A PowerPoint highlighting the
SWCD office was shown and ice cream scoop and letter opener was given away to everyone
who attended, with door prizes rounding out the evening! Banquet meal was catered by Every-
one Cooks. Thanks to everyone who attended!

HELP THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY

Common Milkweed is the sole host plant for Monarch butterflies. This particular
plant is lacking on the landscape and has a direct effect on Monarch popula-
tions. Our office is collecting milkweed pods till Nov 12th. It is best to pick
them when they are dry, gray or brown in color. If the seam pops with gentle
pressure, they can be picked. Collect the pods in paper bags. Harvesting pods
from milkweed plants do not have any effect on the population of the estab-
lished milkweed areas.
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HZOhlo H20hio Practice Overview
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An approved Voluntary Nutrient Management Plan (VNMP) is required for all cropland enrolled
in H2O0hio.

Voluntary Nutrient Management Plan (VNMP) Basic or Precision
$10/Ac. for Basic VNMP - (<25ac. Composite Samples)
$15/Ac. for Precision VNMP - (Grid <6ac. or Zone <12ac.)
¢ Soil tests must be no older than four years.
® Phosphorus rates shall not exceed more than a two-year
recommendation, per Tri-State Fertilizer Recommendations
e VNMP may be developed by an ag retailer, independent crop
consultant, or producer.

Overwintering Cover- $40/Ac.
e Establish crops that provided overwintering cover according to
NRCS Appendix A.
s Overwintering Cover can be harvested as a grain or forage.
e QOverwintering Cover must be maintained until March 15 of the
contracted crop year.
¢ 50% of the mixes must be overwintering species for cover crops.

Subsurface Phosphorus Placement -$20/Ac.
e All phosphorus applied must be placed.
¢ Fields that receive broadcast applications of phosphorus fertilizer
are not eligible for this practice until the applied nutrients are
utilized through crop removal.
e Producers may be eligible for payment when recommendations are
made for the field, but nutrients are not applied.

Manure Incorporation & Utilization
$35/Ac. for dry manure or litter
$60/Ac. for all liquid manure
$15/Ac. Bonus - fields that have a field average of less than 25 ppm
Mehlich-1lI
® All manure applications must be completed by November 1
* Manure application may be achieved through 9 different methods
and timings of applications.
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For More Information Visit: e I ° Department Of
https://h2.o0hio.gov/agriculture/ v @m Agriculture
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SOIL JUDGING RESULTS ~ Congrats to the winners

Rural Team— Minster #2—Owen Bergman, Evan Prenger, lan Homan, Leanne Wendin

Urban Team— Minster #4—Max Knapke, Will Knapke, Connor Schmiesing, Gabe Bornhorst

Rural—1st place—Max Bergman—Minster FFA Urban—1st place—Max Knapke—Minster FFA
Rural—2nd place—Evan Prenger—Minster FFA Urban—2nd place—Will Knapke—Minster FFA
Rural—3rd place—Owen Bergman—Minster FFA Urban—3rd place—Grant Larger—Minster FFA

Continued pg 4

Have you wondered about raising Monarch Butterflies?

Alvin Brown from New Bremen has been raising them for
many years. One of his close friends peaked his interest
and taught him everything he needed to know to start.
About 4 years ago he had his biggest release with 525
monarchs. Alvin uses homemade cages to keep the cater-
pillars safe from various predators. Inside the cage is a
wood box with holes drilled into the top, to hold the milk-
weed plant, while underneath is a pan of water, so the milk-
weed last longer for the caterpillars. He usually uses mul-
tiple cages but this year he is only using two. Sometimes
there are dry spells, one day you might find one caterpillar
and the next day you might find seven.

Most of the caterpillars that he catches survive and be-
come butterflies but sometimes they have already been
injected with poison or larva from other insects when he
catches them, so they do not survive. Alvin uses common
milkweed to feed them and tropical milkweed to release
them on. Tropical milkweed can’t survive through the win-
ter, so he has to hand pick the seeds, keep them in the
house all winter and replant them the following spring. He
also plants red clover and zinnias next to the milkweed as
pollinator plants.

Alvin is teaching others about monarch butterflies as well.
He has taken groups as big at 17 people to his woods to

look for caterpillars. He talks to many community groups
Oct 9th—Holiday—office closed about raising monarchs. One year at a church camp he

Nov 5th—Time Change . .
e (B e et Fratie ey Vit taught the kids about butterflies and released one at the

Nov 23rd-24th—Holiday—office closed end.

Dec 25th—nholiday—office closed ,
Jan 1st—holiday—office closed Monarch’s come from as far as Canada and go as far as

Jan 15th—holiday—office closed Mexico during migration, but they know the exact forest in
Mexico to go. Once he releases the butterflies they know
exactly where to go in the fall for migration but always re-
turn to where they are hatched, just like their parents and
grandparents did. ~ written by Molly Hamp




Soil Judging 2023

Around 230 students from Minster, New Bremen, New Knoxville, St Marys, Wapak and Waynesfield FFA where
hosted by John Braun with Dave Schwieterman Inc digging the soil pits and Turner Tents donating a tent for testing.

Boogher Ag sponsored a lunch catered by Graze On Catering for the students! BIG THANKS to these individuals ~
the students had a great time!
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Alan Davis Insurance Agency

FARMERS
INSURANCE

“your solutions provider”

AUTO * HOME * LIFE * BUSINESS * FARM
CROPS * RETIREMENT
TRUCKING & TRANSPORTATION

419.738.7447

www.alandavisinsurance.com

3 WAPAKONETA - MINSTER - LIMA
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FERTILIZER & SEED, INC.
New Knoxville, Ohio 45871
419-753-2274

CSCHWIETERMAN w

NC Siuce 1946 Duainage Sebutions is Oun Buiskess
www.cys-inc.com
Office: 419-753-2566
Fax: 419-753-3196
Mobile: 419-733-9014
Email: dave@cys-inc.com

DAVE SCHWIETERMAN
10097 Kohler Rd.
Wapakoneta, OH 45895

Sustematic Drai o o Wak
SwageSyolema'CamwwahuPu;em

102 N. Wood Street
P.O.Box 19
Wapakoneta, Ohio 45895
Phone 419-738-9365
Cell 419-230-4774

B BLOCK
INSURANCE

dzwiebel@blockagency.com

315 E. Wapakoneta Street
P.O. Box 250
Waynesfield, Ohio 45896
Phone 419-568-4801
www.blockagency.com

[ ]
Eiting
ESTATE, LLC

New Bremen, Ohio 45869 @
Direct: 567-644-5829 L

Residence: 419-629-3478
teiting@watchtv.net @
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Timothy J. Eiting
REALTOR/Auctioneer

PIONEER.

BRAND PHODUCTS

Dennis Krites Rick Gable
419-236-6954 419-230-1504

Science With Service

rites

Dave Krites
567.204.6707
ckrites@ohiolink.net

20056 Main Street Rd.
Wapakoneta, OH 45895

Excavating

Brad Krites
419.204.2699
bkriteskle@gmail.com

Luka Wilker Enc Dicke
kemupsodivanos. com wsickafyahco com

08561 Co. Rd. B6A North
New Bremen, OH 45869
COffice 4188262288

Toll Free S00-424-5936
Fax 418-528-3381

Marwtaciurer of 4%, &, & and & cormugaied tubing

Doug Leffel

Dragline Manure Application

Derek Leffel

419.733.2690 D%D 419.953.4605
PUMPING LLC

SAINT MARYS, OHIO

“The Key To Buying Or Selling"

REAL ESTATE

2895 Harding Hwy.

Lima, Ohio 45804
www.rsre.com
ron@rsre.com

RON SPENCER (419) 230-1111
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GRAND LAKE"
HE & L'T H SYSTEM

200 St. Clair St. Marys OH 45885
419-394-3335

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

REICHERT |  stvosomm
Water & Sewer Lines

Storm Drains

Sub Division Developement

Seawall Work

DAN REICHERT Basements
AGRICULTURAL

Phone: 937/843-6527 Open Ditches
Fax: 937/843-6044 Surface Waterways
11418 State Route 274 W. Ponds & Lagoons
Lewistown, Ohio 43333 Fence Rows

Bulldozers * Trackhoe » Pans  Dump Truck * Rollers

x{mm/z.\b today!

i Planting Relationships

t one of our agricultural

[

Member FDIC LENDER

QUALITY SERVICE
¢ UNIFORM RENTAL

« LINEN SUPPLY

* DUST CONTROL

« HEALTH CARE LINEN
* HYGIENE PRODUCTS

‘CORPORATE OFFICES: 520COMERCE DR., P.0. BOX 239 WAPAKONETA, OHIO 45895
419-738-3551 1-800-826-3164 Fax 419-738-4075
Columbus, OH. ~ Cleveland, OH.  Springfield, OH.  Defiance, OH. Marion IN.
614-262-1206 800-826-3164 937-323-5544 419-782-2353 765-662-1444
Fax 937-323-4400 Fax 419-738-4075 Fax 937-323-4400 Fax 419-782-2343 Fax 765-662-7077

Together

@farmers

Auglaize County
Wevking tegether for Ohic farmerd o advance agriculfure and
jtremgthen cur ¢
110 Industrial Drive-Suite C Chatkitg ot on s weh at
Wapakoneta, OH 45895 wwav.ofbf.org/counties/auglaize
lPhone: 877-775-7642 Email: auglaize@ofbf.org
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MinsterBank & '

866-MINSTER

MinsterBank.com

WHAT IF YOU FOUND
OUT THAT LIFE'S
PURPOSE IS JUST TO
BE KIND TO OTHER
PEOPLE? WHAT
WOULD YOU
CHANGE?




