AUGLAIZE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Spring 2021

Tree Pickup

FISH SALES end April 23, 2021

April 6th - 1-4:30 and April 7th - 7-12

See page 2 for order form

H2Ohio Update
REMINDER . . . ALL Nutrient Management Plans MUST be turned in NO later than April 2nd. Please contact
Emily if you have any questions or concerns meeting/regarding this deadline. Ohio Department of Agriculture has
given this “soft” deadline to ensure you are in compliance with H2Ohio guidelines BEFORE you begin implementing
practices. If we do not have an approved plan before practices begin, you WILL FORFEIT cost share dollars until
your plan has been approved. You MUST follow H2Ohio guidelines with the intent of staying in the program, if you
still have an outstanding Nutrient Plan and wish to cancel your contract, please call our office.
We will be limiting payments to twice a year, the first one being May-July, after side-dress on corn is complete and
after March 15th of the following year when we verify cover crops are undisturbed. We CAN NOT issue payments
until the lime green self-verification sheets are in the office. If you do not have the ones that we mailed, new ones
can be emailed or mailed. Your completed sheets with ALL supporting documentation can be mailed, emailed, or
dropped off at our office. The sheets need to be filled out for EACH practice you are enrolled in and turned in when
the practice is completed. Please make sure you are documenting ALL nutrient applications (commercial fertilizer
and manure). We can provide you a generic record sheet if needed. This should be done for ALL acres enrolled in
the program. If you have an approved nutrient plan and have not turned in the verification form, do so with your
spring practices and payment will be included with your May-July payment.
** continues on pg 4

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 4th —Easter
April 6th—Tree pick up 1-4:30
April 7th—tree pickup 7-12:00
April 23rd —Fish order deadline
April 25th thru May 1st —Stewardship Week
May 7th — Fish pickup 1:30-4:00 pm @ our office
May 31st—Holiday—office closed
Aug 1st—Aug 7th— Auglaize County Fair
Aug 17th —Annual Meeting—St Joe Parish Hall

FARM STATS
The number of farms in the United States for 2020 is
estimated at 2,019,000 down 4,400 from 2019. Total
land in farms is 896,600,000 decreased 800,000 acres
from 2019.
Number of farms in Ohio in 2020 was 77,800 unchanged
from the year before. The average farm size in Ohio
was 175 acres per farm—also unchanged from 2019.

Healthy Forest—Healthy Communities

Stewardship Week: April 25—May 1, 2021

Forests are alive and working 24 - 7. You should be very happy that they never stop working because you need
something 24 hours a day and 7 days a week that they provide for you . . . OXYGEN in the air. One large tree can
make enough oxygen in one day for 4 people.
Here are 10 ways that trees make a BIG difference.
Improve air quality - Trees are sometimes called the lungs of the Earth because they absorb pollutants through
their leaves, trapping and filtering contaminants in the air. Like all green plants, trees also produce oxygen through
photosynthesis.
Improve water quality and reduce flooding and erosion - A trees leafy canopy catches precipitation before it
reaches the ground, allowing some of it to gently drip and the rest to evaporate. Tree roots hold soil in place, reducing erosion. In these ways, trees lessen the force of storms and reduce the amount of runoff into sewers, streams
and rivers, improving water quality. One hundred mature trees can intercept about 100,000 gal. of rainfall per year.
Trees temper climate - Trees lower air temperatures and humidity; they can also influence wind speed. Evaporation of water from trees, or transpiration, has a cooling effect. Cities develop “heath islands” because dark roofs and
pavement absorb solar energy and radiate it back. Trees in parking lots have been shown to reduce asphalt temps
by 36 degrees and car interiors by up to 47 degrees.
Conserve Energy - Three or more trees strategically placed on sunny sides of a house shade it from the hot summer sun, reducing air-conditioning cost by as much as 30 percent. Deciduous tree are best for this use because
they loose their leaves in winter, exposing the house to the warming winter sun, which lowers the energy needed to
heat the house. Coniferous trees, because they retain their needles year round, serve to reduce wind when placed
on the north and northwest sides of a building, resulting in significantly lower winter heating costs.
Good for the Economy - Economic analyses have found that the value of homes near trees is 9 to 15 percent higher than homes without. Research shows that shoppers linger longer along a shaded street than one barren of trees
and are even willing to pay more for goods and services.
Create habitat for plants and animals - Wherever trees are established, wildlife and other plants are sure to follow,
ensuring a healthier ecosystem. Trees provide shelter and food for a variety of birds and small animals.
Trees improve health - Research demonstrates that exposure to trees has a relaxing effect on humans, reducing
stress and imparting a sense of well being. Hospital patients with a window view of trees help the recovery process.
Children are better able to concentrate after time spent in outdoor green settings.
Reduce Crime - Data show that apartment buildings with high levels of greenery had significant fewer crimes than
those without any trees.
Trees reduce noise pollution and serve as screens - A belt of trees 100 feet wide and 50 feet tall can reduce
highway noise by up to 10 decibels, reducing the sound volume by half. Densely planted trees can also block unsightly views.
Promote Community - Trees can enhance a community’s sense of pride and ownership. Active involvement in tree
planting programs leads to a stronger sense of community and the promotion of environmental responsibility and
ethics. Planting programs also project a visible sign of change and provide the impetus for other community renewal
and action programs.
A few things trees grow, items are made from or items contain: apples, bananas, maple syrup, oranges, pecans, bird houses, broom handles, cutting boards,
coasters, doors, pencils, bakery bags, bed sheets, cardboard boxes, envelopes, fast
food wrapping, surgical gowns, baseballs, ceiling / floor tiles, life jackets, memo
boards, safety helmets and shoes. The list goes on forever.
It’s amazing what trees can do for us, take time to plant or take care of existing ones!

Celebrate Stewardship Week - Plant a tree!

Are you aware of GRAIN BIN HAZARDS?
Flowing grain is the term used to describe the down and outward movement of grain from a storage bin. A funnel is
formed and the grain flows toward the bottom center of the cone, causing quicksand like suction. If pulled under the
surface, suffocation will likely occur. Grain can be above knee level, in 3 to 4 seconds, making the window of safe
recovery very narrow.
NEVER enter a grain bin when grain is being removed. Only enter when the power is off and locked out on the unloading conveyor or auger.
ALWAYS use a safety harness, safety line or have at least two
observers during bin entry. Have warning decals on all bin entrances and gravity wagons.
TYPES OF HAZARDS: Respiratory is dust from grain and can
affect people in a variety of ways. While some may not be bothered, most suffer from dust induced breathing, digestion and
stomach problem and/or skins rashes. Fire and Explosion is a
build-up of dust that can be ignited by a heat source such as fire,
sparks or hot bearings. When contained dust is mixed with air, an
explosion can occur. Many Falling hazards exist around grain bin
facilities from workers moving from bin to bin and vertical exterior
ladders, roofs and grain legs. Keep the area free of unneeded
debris/items.
** continued from pg 1

H2Ohio update

Manure Incorporation - We need to have a current manure sample and need to know what fields you intend to
spread on ASAP as we have a lot of producers signed up for this practice. Our office needs to create a Manure
Application Guide that gives minimum and maximum ton/gallons per acre that can be spread to accommodate the
H2Ohio guidelines. (A bit more strict than the guidelines you may have with your CNMP) These do take time to put
together, please don’t wait until the last minute. IF you spread without having the guidelines and an over application happens, you will forfeit your cost share dollars for this practice.
When practice implementation begins this spring, if you are unsure of ANY of the practice guidelines, PLEASE call
and ask Emily your question beforehand.
If you have not completed your OACI registration and your farmer profile, please do so as soon as possible. This
was to be completed by March 31st. Please visit the App store/Google Play to download the app (search OACI) or
visit www.ohioaci.org. If you are not comfortable doing this on your own, call for an appointment or we can assist
you over the phone.
We have 66 producers in Auglaize County who have turned in their self verification sheets for their completed/
approved Nutrient Management Plans and have received their payments.
Please feel free to contact Emily with any questions by calling our office at 419-738-4016.
The Auglaize SWCD Newsletter is a publication to
keep county residents informed on SWCD programs.
Please phone the office at 419-738-4016, if your address needs corrected, you wish to be removed from
our mailing list or receive your newsletter via e‐mail.
Contact cdavis@auglaizecounty.org

How can Noise hurt you?? . . . . What, huh, say again, excuse me—I didn’t hear your.
Have you ever been in that situation? I think we all have been there, I know I have! Too much exposure to loud
noises can result in stress from constantly straining to listen and be heard. Noise can cause you to miss important
safety instructions and prolonged exposure to loud noises can result in permanent hearing loss.
You may have a problem if you hear ringing or other noises in your ears, have a hard time hearing people when
they talk or unable to hear high pitched or soft sounds. Sound is measured by decibels. Noise that is 85 decibels
or greater can affect your hearing if you work around it more than 8 hours a day. Examples of 60-70 decibels =
conversational voices or chicken coop noise, 80 decibels = idling tractor or conveyers, 95 decibels = power lawn
mowers or diesel truck, and 100 decibels = power tools!!
Wearing earplugs give good protection, can be comfortable and easy to use. Three types are: Formable plugs are
spongy, soft compressed and shaped prior to insertion. Typically disposable and not for reuse. Premolded plugs are
soft flexible material preformed to fit the ear. Must be fitted for each ear. Designed for reuse and must be washed
after each use. Good to use in cases when hearing protection is used on regular basis. Earmuffs are an adjustable
headband with soft cups and cushions that seal around the ear. Plugs may be worn under muffs for additional protection. Muffs may be more comfortable to wear over longer periods than plugs, but should not be worn with glasses or other obstructions that will reduce their effectiveness.

Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District
110 Industrial Drive #G

Wapakoneta, Oh 45895

www.auglaizeswcd.org

and

419-738-4016

www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov

Auglaize SWCD Mission:

Provide leadership, technical assistance, education and conservation of natural resources in Auglaize County.

OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 to 4:30 Mon thru Fri
Board Meetings are usually held the first Wednesday of each month at 8:30 am.
Please call or check our website to verify date and time.

NRCS / SWCD STAFF & BOARD MEMBERS
Jenelle Ott, NRCS District Conservationist
Christine Davis, District Administrator
Doug Schmerge, District Technician 3
Dustin Greishop, District Technician 2
Emily Kramer, Special Projects Technician
Dan Braden, Design Technician
Daniel Frances, Pheasants Forever Farm Biologist

Lou Brown, Chairman
Doug Fisher, Vice Chairman
Lee Turner, Fiscal Agent
Paul Knueve, Treasurer
Debbie Brown, Secretary

The Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all their programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial Status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs ,reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA's TARGET CENTER at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file
a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)
795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). The USDA and Auglaize SWCD are equal opportunity providers and employers.

