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Ohio Working Lands Buffer Program
The Ohio Working Lands Buffer Program encourages producers in the Western Lake Erie Basin
Watershed to establish year-round vegetative cover on eligible cropland. The program promotes
the conversion, establishment and maintenance of forage/hay land on certain cropland acres.
As the name implies “Working Land Buffers” act as a buffer on cropland and provide another line
of defense to filter surface water while allowing participants to harvest forage from established
areas.
Benefits:
Receive annual payments for maintaining established forage
You can harvest hay and forage from your Working Lands Buffer
Improved soil health with year-round conservation cover
Working Lands Buffers provide conservation benefits while maintaining agriculture production
Working Lands Buffers are a visual demonstration of your commitment to land stewardship
Guidelines:
● Land must be located in the Western Lake Erie Basin watershed
● Only cropland acres where sediment and nutrients have the potential to be transported from the field
and enter environmentally sensitive areas are eligible for the program
● The maximum enrollment width is 300 feet average. The minimum eligible width is 50 feet
● An annual payment of $120 per acre per yea over a 5-year period is available for establishment and
maintenance
● Practice must be maintained for a 5-year period
● Residual forage height must be a minimum of 4” height by September 15th each year and maintained
during the non-growing season
● Forage plantings must include two species, including at least one cool season grass, must be planted at
50% pure stand seeding rate minimum
Program enrollment began March 15th and ends May 1st
If you are interested or have any questions,
please call or stop in our office.

If you are visiting our building, you will now need to
push a button for entry . . . located on the right side
of the interior door at FSA.
Thanks for your patience.

FISH SALES end April 24, 2019
See page 4 for order form

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 8th—Tree pickup @ our office 1pm—5pm
April 9th—Tree pickup @ our office 7am—12pm
April 21st —Easter
April 24th —Fish order deadline
April 28th thru May 5th—Stewardship Week
May 3rd — Fish pickup 1:30-4:00 pm @ office
May 27th—Holiday—office closed
July 28th—Aug 3rd— Auglaize County Fair
Aug 20th—Annual Meeting @ St Joe Parish Hall

Agricultural Districts . . . Are you enrolled?
In 1982, the Ohio General Assembly forged a new law that will help
keep Ohio farming. Senate Bill 78 or better known as the Farmland
Preservation Act is a law that every farmland owner needs to be
aware of. The law has important benefits for Ohio farmers and can
help insure proper use of our state's most important resource - land.
The law can help landowners deal with water and sewer assessments, nuisance lawsuits and the powers of eminent domain.
The motivation behind the Farmland Preservation Act is to remove
outside pressures that cause farmland to be converted to other uses.
Benefits of enrolling in the agricultural district include:
Nuisance suits protection—Ag district status can protect farmers from
nuisance lawsuits as long as the farmer is following acceptable best
management practices. This can serve as an affirmative defense in
frivolous for odors and noises associated with ag.
Deferring assessments—Another aspect of development that can impact a farm is the extension of water, sewer and electric lines. These
lines are usually paid for by the landowner and often assesses on
frontage. A farmer with extensive frontage could face cost large
enough to require selling a portion of the farm. To prevent that, the
law defers the assessments on ag district to farmland, excluding the
homestead, until the land is changed to another use or withdrawn
from the ag district.
Scrutiny of eminent domain acquisitions—If eminent domain is used
on 10 acres or 10% of the total ag district land, whichever is greater,
the law calls for a review by the state director of ag to determine if an
alternative to the proposed project is possible. The result might be a
re-evaluation of the project with less or no ag land being taken.
For further information, contact the County Auditor’s office.

HOW TO STAY SAFE
A power outage is when the electrical power goes out unexpectedly!
You can sign up for alerts thru the County Sheriff’s office at:
http://local.nixle.com/auglaize-county-sheriffs-office, this give you advisories, weather and traffic announcements!
Prepare Now: Take an inventory of the items you need that rely on electricity. Talk to your medical provider about a
power outage plan for medical devices powered by electricity and refrigerated medicines. Find out how long medicine can be stored at higher temperatures and get specific guidance for any medications that are critical for life. Plan
for batteries and other alternatives to meet your needs when the power goes out. Sign up for local alerts and monitor
weather reports. Install carbon monoxide detectors with battery backup in central locations on every level of your
home. Determine whether your home phone will work in a power outage and how long the battery will last (FYI . .
most land lines do, cordless do not). Review the supplies that are available in case of no power. Have flashlights
with extra batteries for every household member. Have enough nonperishable food and water. Use a thermometer
in the fridge and freezer so that you can know the temperature when the power is restored. Keep mobile phones
and other electric equipment charged and gas tanks full.
Survive During: Keep freezers and fridges closed. The fridge will keep food cold for about 4 hours and the freezer
for about 48 hours. Use coolers with ice if necessary. Monitor temperatures and try to not open the fridge or freezer
doors. Use food supplies that do not require refrigeration. Avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. Generators, camp
stoves, or charcoal grills should always be used outdoors and at least 20 feet away from windows. Never use a gas
stove/oven to heat your home. Check on your neighbors. Older adults and young children are especially vulnerable
to extreme temperatures. Go to a community location with power if heat or cold is extreme. Turn off or disconnect
appliances, equipment, or electronics. Power may return with momentary “surges or spikes” that can cause damage.
Be safe after: When in doubt, throw it out! Throw away any food that has been exposed to temperatures 40 degrees
of higher in two hours or more, or that has an unusual odor, color or texture. If the power is out for more than a day,
discard any medication that should be refrigerated, unless the drug’s label says otherwise. If a life depends on the
drugs, consult a doctor or pharmacist and use medicine only until a new supply is available.
For more information go to ready.gov or download the FEMA app.

2019 Fish Sale
The fish offered are intended for stocking ponds and lakes; with the minimum pond size suggested for stocking
is 1/4 acre with a minimum depth of 8 feet. The following are suggested stocking rates per acre for a new or unstocked pond. These rates apply to surface area and should be adjusted to fit your pond size: Largemouth Bass
100, Bluegill 500, Yellow Perch 100, Channel Catfish 200, Minnows 1,000 and White Amur 10.
The District is working with Remlinger Fish Farm this year. The fish will be delivered to our office in cardboard
boxes. Inside the box the fish will be contained in a sealed bag with water and oxygen. All fish are sold by the
box.
Please return the order form and payment by Wednesday April 24, 2019 to
Auglaize SWCD ~ 110 Industrial Dr #G ~ Wapakoneta, OH 45895
Fish can be picked up on Friday May 3rd, 2019 from 1:30 – 4:00 p.m. at the SWCD Office.

Name

Phone

Address
City

State

Number
of Boxes

____________

___________

Species

Size

Zip

Quantity

Price

per Box

per Box

Total

Bluegill

2" - 4"

25

$23.25

$

Bluegill

4” - 6”

20

$36.00

Hybrid Bluegill

2" - 4"

25

$23.25

$

Hybrid Bluegill

4" - 6"

20

$36.00

$

Redear Shellcracker

2" - 4"

25

$24.50

$

Redear Shellcracker

4” – 6”

20

$39.00

$______________

Black Crappie

2" - 4"

25

$32.75

$

Channel Catfish

4" - 6"

25

$21.75

$

Jumbo Yellow Perch

4" - 6"

25

$39.00

$

Large Mouth Bass

2" - 4"

25

$32.50

$

Large Mouth Bass

4" - 6"

25

$44.50

$

White Amur

8" - 12"

2

$31.00

$

Black Fathead Minnow

1" - 3"

500

$38.50

$

Total

$______________

_$______________

Stewardship Week is April 28—Mary 5, 2019.
The theme is

“Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper”

Our office would like to remind you that each of us has a connection to
natural resources. Soil is a dirty topic, but everyone needs to learn more
about it! Soil, aka dirt, is the foundation for many items we use in or daily
life, such as food, clothing, clean water, homes and more. Healthy soil
means healthy food, which equals a healthy YOU!

Container Gardening
It is estimated that by 2030 more of the world’s population may live in urban areas. As a consequence of this, millions
of acres of productive farmland are expected to be lost to housing and other usage. In addition to the loss of farmland,
the new urban sprawl also creates wasteland like: roof tops and unused paved spaces.
Container gardening is gaining popularity in urban areas, since people want more organic food options. If you need
convinced to start growing in pots or containers, here is some reasons why you should start.
No weeding: due to the small surface area, it’s unlikely weeds will find their way into the container.
Versatile: container gardens allow you to grow on a balcony, patio, roof tops or even your windowsill.
Accessibility: growing plants makes it accessible to almost anyone including kids, elderly, and people with limited mobility.
No heavy garden tools: saves your back and money with less maintenance.
Mobility: plants in pots can easily be moved to suit your needs or suitable sunny or shady locations during the day.
Flexibility: rearrange plants to suit the season or your taste.
Portable Meals on Wheels: Suitable for renters, edible gardens in pots can move with you.
More variety: you can grow plants that may not be suitable to grow in garden soils or planted next to each other due
to different soil needs.
Various items you might use for container gardening are:
Plastic kiddie pool— cost under $10 and are known to last up to 6 years in harsh
weather.
Used tires— care should be taken to isolate the tire surface from the plant, by using a plastic liner inside the tire.
Feed sacks—burlap or woven plastic are the best, but only last about one growing season. Place soil inside and lay
the feed sack flat on it’s side and cut small holes for the plants.
Other items you can use: wood crates, bricks, barrels, plastic pails or regular flower pots from the store. If you use
plastic containers, make sure it has adequate drainage.

Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District
110 Industrial Drive #G

Wapakoneta, Oh 45895

www.auglaizeswcd.org

and

419-738-4016

www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov

Auglaize SWCD Mission:

Provide leadership, technical assistance, education and conservation of natural resources in Auglaize County.

OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 to 4:30 Mon thru Fri
Board Meetings are usually held the first Wednesday of each month at 8:00 am.
Please call or check our website to verify date and time.

NRCS / SWCD STAFF & BOARD MEMBERS
Jenelle Ott, NRCS District Conservationist
Christine Davis, District Administrator
Aaron Schamp, District Technician 3
Doug Schmerge, District Technician 2
Amanda Seger, Nutrient Management Technician
Dan Braden, Design Technician
Daniel Frances, Pheasants Forever Farm Biologist

Lou Brown, Chairman
Brett Fledderjohann, Vice Chairman
Ron Wilker, Fiscal Agent
Paul Knueve, Treasurer
Lee Turner, Secretary

The Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all their programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial Status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs ,reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA's TARGET CENTER at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file
a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)
795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). The USDA and Auglaize SWCD are equal opportunity providers and employers.

